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I had diligently saved about sixteen dollars, and it
amused me to try the gamble.

In a few days he returned and spilled two or three
hundred dollars in gold on the counter. .My winnings!
As secretary to Adolph Sutra he had got a tip before
the Stock Exchange heard of it. This sort of thing was
happening every few days.

Adolph Sutro was one of the few educated men of the
time. He was a black-bearded, serious, learned Jew,
and more of an artist in his line than the others. He
carried out many plans for beautifying San Francisco,
built the Sutro Gardens and the large baths out by the
ocean, and tried to encourage an interest in the fine
arts by sending students abroad to study. I have
sat many a time in his downtown office and heard him
talk about his plans for the Sutro Tunnel. He had
seen the suffering of the men in the mines on account of
heat and bad air, and the troubles that occurred from
the water that had to be constantly pumped out. So
he worked out a theory for the construction of a tunnel
into the Comstock and other mines, which would
begin at a low level and run deep into the mountain,
meeting the mines, draining them, and forming a pas-
sage through which the ore could be brought out. After
encountering many difficulties in financing Ms project^he
obtained his capital from theEast and even fromEurope,
but the hardships had just begun. The first attempts
were failures from an engineering point of view, but the
final result was of inestimable benefit to the country.
Mr. Sutro helped personally with the work, and could be
seen with coat off at the head of a gang of laborers, help-
ing with his bare hands to make his dream corne true.swinging a bunch of mink skins while
